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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH. 


Gentlemen, 


Ulverston, 

February , 1912. 


I have  again  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  my 
annual  report  which  deals  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  your 
district,  the  statistics  of  births  and  deaths,  and  the  incidence  of 
disease  during  the  year  just  past. 

Inspection  of  the  District. — I am  quite  confident 
the  district  is  kept  under  regular  supervision,  and  in  cases  of 
necessity,  such  as  the  outbreak  of  disease,  or  the  complaint  of 
any  nuisance  arising,  special  inspections  are  made  both  by  your 
Inspector  and  myself. 

Water  Supply. — The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  to 
your  district,  as  proved  by  recent  analysis,  is  of  the  very  best, 
but  on  account  of  the  exceptionally  dry  time  experienced  from 
April  to  October  last  year,  considerable  anxiety  was  felt  as  to 
whether  the  supply  would  not  entirely  fail  before  the  rainy 
season  set  in ; however,  with  the  exception  of  the  Council  having 
to  put  the  consumers  on  an  intermittent  supply  for  a period 
of  7 weeks,  the  time  of  phenomenal  drought  was  safely  tided 
over,  and  with  a minimum  of  inconvenience.  With  the  comple- 
tion of  the  new  reservoir,  capable  of  holding  a 70  days’  supply, 
there  need  be  no  fear  for  the  future. 
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A scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  Council,  whereby  it 
will  be  possible  to  pass  all  water  supplied  from  the  waterworks 
through  the  filter  beds,  and  this  will  obviate  the  necessity  of 
drawing  water  direct  from  the  reservoir  for  the  supply  of  the 
town  whilst  the  clear  water  tank  is  out  of  service  for  any  reason. 

In  view  of  the  general  extension  of  the  waterworks,  and  the 
importance  of  maintaining  efficiency,  the  Council  have  decided  to 
build  a house  on  the  works  for  the  caretaker,  and  this  is  now  in 
course  of  erection. 

It  is  pleasing,  also,  in  this  connection  to  note  that  since  the 
newly  laid  mains  in  the  Cartmel  valley  came  into  operation  there 
has  been  no  complaint  as  to  insufficiency  of  pressure  in  the  higher 
part  of  the  district,  as  was  the  case  before  this  work  was  put  in 
hand. 

New  Streets. — The  street  making  has  so  far  advanced 
that  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  construct  any  new  streets 
during  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — No  new  sewerage  work 
has  been  necessary  during  the  year.  Generally  speaking,  it  may 
safely  be  said  that  the  sewerage  system  is  maintained  in  good 
order.  Some  complaints  were  received,  during  the  exceptionally 
hot  and  dry  weather,  of  smells  emanating  from  certain  portions 
of  the  system,  and  means  to  obviate  this  were  resorted  to  by 
flushing  and  disinfection. 

The  drainage  of  three  houses  having  been  found  defective, 
the  whole  system  has  undergone  thorough  reconstruction  and 
remodelling,  and  in  a fourth  case,  where  the  system  had  not 
been  previously  connected  with  the  sewer,  the  drainage  has  been 
remodelled  and  the  necessary  connection  made. 
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Two  houses,  subject  to  flooding  of  the  cellars  in  storm 
times,  have  been  fitted  with  automatic  ball  traps,  and  this 
appears  to  have  cured  the  evil. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. — It  would  appear,  from 
the  Inspector’s  notes,  that  996  loads  of  house  refuse  have  been 
removed  during  the  year. 

As  the  old  refuse  tip  was  practically  filled  up,  the  Health 
Committee  had  to  seriously  consider  their  future  policy  in  the 
conduct  of  this  very  important  branch  of  sanitary  administration, 
and  the  Surveyor  was  instructed  to  prepare  estimates  of  the  cost 
of  providing  a refuse  destructor;  from  this  it  was  found  that  to 
deal  with  the  refuse  of  the  town  on  this  principle  was  going  to 
be  a very  serious  charge  upon  the  ratepayers,  and  seeing  that 
whilst  the  question  was  under  consideration  a very  desirable  tip 
was  found,  the  further  consideration  of  the  matter  was  allowed 
to  remain  in  abeyance  until  some  future  period.  The  Health 
Committee  quite  realize  that  the  present  method  of  disposal 
can  only  be  of  a tentative  nature. 

Disinfection. — Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  when 
required,  and  1 find  that  two  rooms  (including  bedding,  &c.) 
were  disinfected,  after  removal  of  infected  case.  I cannot 
conceive  that  the  provision  of  a disinfecting  apparatus  would  be 
of  such  benefit  to  your  district  as  to  justify  an  expenditure  so 
considerable. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  six  bakehouses  in  the  district 
(two  of  these  being  underground),  which  are  regularly  inspected, 
and  found  to  be  kept  in  good  order. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

There  are  two  cowkeepers  and  purveyors  of  milk  having 
premises  within  the  district;  one  cowkeeper,  one  purveyor  of 
milk,  resident  in  the  district,  and  five  purveyors  of  milk  resident 
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outside  the  district,  but  who  bring  their  milk  into  the  district. 
I think  I may  safely  say  that  this  very  important  trade  is 
carefully  supervised  by  the  Authority. 


Slaughter  Houses. — There  is  only  one  slaughter  house 
in  the  district,  which  is  regularly  inspected  and  kept  in  good 
order. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. — The  premises  in 
the  district  coming  under  these  acts  are  as  follows  : — 


Factories : 

1 Joiner, 

W or k shops  : 

3 Bootmakers, 
1 Blacksmith, 

1 Saddler, 

1 Quarry, 


1 Letter-press  Printing  Works. 

2 Dressmakers  and  Milliners, 

1 Cabinet  Maker, 

4 Joiners, 

1 Watchmaker, 

1 Aerated  Water  Manufacturer. 


These  have  entailed  212  inspections,  as  follows 
Factories  ...  ...  ...  8 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  106 

Workplaces ...  98 


212 


Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. — The 

Authority  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  schedule  any  district  or 
property  for  early  inspection  under  this  Act.  Practically  the 
whole  of  the  property  is  modern,  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
table  below,  cottage  property  is  only  a very  small  percentage  of 
the  total.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  labouring  classes  live  in  the 
country  villages  surrounding  Grange.  Almost  without  exception 
the  houses  of  <£16  rateable  value  and  over  are  detached  or  semi- 
detached. Moreover  the  houses  with  very  few  exceptions  are 
drained  into  public  sewers  and  provided  with  water  closets. 
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Houses  rated  at  less  than  £7  per  annum  ...  ...  15 


Ditto 

over  =£7  an 

d not  exceed 

ing  £11  per  annum 

83 

Ditto 

£11 

ditto 

£16  ditto 

76 

Ditto 

£16 

ditto 

£20  ditto 

44 

Ditto 

£20 

ditto 

£25  ditto 

64 

Ditto 

£25 

ditto 

£50  ditto 

157 

Ditto 

£50 

67 

Total  ...  506 


Privies  and  Ashpits. — The  W.-C.  system  may  be  said 
to  be  the  one  almost  universally  adopted  in  Grange,  and  there 
are  only  some  half  dozen  ordinary  privies ; these  are  chiefly  con- 
nected with  dwellings  in  the  outlying  part  of  the  district  and 
with  no  available  sewer  into  which  to  discharge. 

Offensive  Trades. — It  may  be  remembered  that  in  my 
last  annual  report,  I mentioned  that  powers  were  being  sought 
to  schedule  the  trades  of  a rag  and  bone  dealer  and  a fried  fish 
and  chipped  potato  dealer  as  offensive  trades,  and  these  powers 
have  been  obtained  and  the  trades  mentioned  duly  scheduled. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  Year  1911. 


Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  \ 

ditto  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

House  drainage  systems  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  3 

ditto  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Slaughter  house  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Bakehouse  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Factory,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  inspections 212 

Booms  disinfected  ...  ...  9 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Assessable  Value  (General  District  Rate),  1910— £17,674  10s. 

„ „ 1911 — £17,852  15s. 


Inhabited  Houses 

•••  ••• 

Area  in  Acres 

Population  (enumerated  1901) 

,,  ( „ 19H) 


1910— 397. 

1911— 457. 
1508. 

1993. 

2232. 


Population. — The  decennial  enumeration  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  showed  that  in  the  Grange-over-Sands 
district  there  had  been  an  increase  of  239  as  compared  with  the 
enumerated  population  at  the  1901  census,  and  that  there  were 
851  males  and  1381  females,  the  excess  of  females  bein"  due,  no 
doubt,  to  a great  extent,  to  the  number  of  female  domestic 
servants  employed  in  the  town. 

There  were  457  inhabited  houses  and  46  uninhabited  houses, 
the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  being  4*9. 


Births. — The  births  registered  during  the  year  have 
numbered  21,  which  produces  a birth-rate  of  9 4 per  1000;  in 
the  year  1910  there  were  20  births,  which,  on  the  then  estimated 
population,  produced  a birth-rate  of  10*3  per  1000. 


There  were  in  the 
1st  quarter  1911.  1910 
of  year  3 5 

2nd  quarter  8 6 

3rd  „ 5 3 

4 th  „ 5 6 


Totals  21  20 


1909.  1908.  19G7.  1906 
2 3 6 5 

5 8 3 13 

7 9 6 3 

4 4 2 3 


18  24  17  24 


1905.  190-1.  1903.  Tots 

7 4 3 38 

8 6 4 61 

4 3 9 49 

3 3 10  40 


22  16  26  188 


For  the  nine  years  recorded  above  the  mean  number  of 
births  has  been  20-9. 
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Eight  male  children  have  been  born  and  thirteen  females. 
There  have  been  two  illegitimate  births. 

Deaths.  I find  that  there  have  been  23  deaths  in  the 
year  1911,  which  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  10*3  per  1000;  in 

the  year  1910  there  were  26  deaths,  the  death-rate  being  then 
13-0  per  1000. 

There  were  in  the 


1st  quarter 

1911. 

1910. 

1909. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

Tots 

of  year 

4 

9 

10 

13 

9 

12 

13 

70 

2nd  quarter 

8 

6 

8 

5 

8 

5 

7 

47 

3rd 

4 

6 

8 

10 

5 

4 

2 

39 

4 th 

7 

5 

4 

5 

8 

6 

7 

42 

Totals 

23 

26 

30 

33 

30 

27 

29 

198 

Ihere  were  eleven  deaths  in  males  and  twelve  in  females. 

Causes  of  Death. — 

1911. 1910. 1909. 1908. 1907. 1906. 1905. 1904. 1903. 1902.  Tots. 


Phthisis  2 7 

Cancer  3 1 

Influenza  2 — 

Heart  disease  — 6 

Bronchitis  — - — 
Pleurisy  — — 

Accident  1 — . 

Prem.  births  1 — 

Alcoholism  — — 

Pneumonia  1 — — 

Tuberculosis  1 — - 1 

Scarlet  Fever — — — 

Suicides  — — 

Diarrhoea  — — — 

Childbirth  — — 1 

Other  causes  12  12  12 


6 

3 

1 

2 

2 


1 

1 


4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 


1 

3 


9 


4 

9 

-J 

2 

4 

9 


3 

3 

1 

1 

9 


2 

9 


0 

4 

2 

4 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


2 

- 4 

9 


3 


9 


7 

1 

3 


5 — 


1 


3 

1 


14 


1 

12 


12  8 8 11 


40 
23 
9 
25 
18 
1 
1 
6 
6 

13 

— 5 

- 1 

- 3 

- 1 
- 1 
7 108 


1 

1 

9 


Totals  23  26  30  33  28  27  29  19  24  22  261 
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Infantile  and  Senile  Deaths. — There  have  been 
two  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  the  infantile  death- 
rate  being  equal  to  95 ‘2  per  1000  births ; in  the  year  1910  there 
was  one  death  at  the  same  age  period,  the  infantile  death-rate 
being  then  equal  to  50*0  per  1000  births. 

In  persons  over  65  there  have  been  nine  deaths  as 
compared  with  10  in  the  previous  year. 

Respiratory  Diseases  or  Diseases  of  the  Res- 
piratory Organs. — I include  under  this  heading  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy,  and  I find  that  there  has  only  been 
one  deatli  from  diseases  of  this  class,  and  that  from  Bronchitis, 
the  death-rate  being  equal  to  4*3  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all 
other  causes. 

Phthisis. — I find  that  from  Phthisis  only  2 deaths  have 
been  registered,  which  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  8#6  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths  from  all  causes;  in  the  year  1910  there  were  7 deaths 
from  this  cause. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — I am  again  in  the  pleasing  position 
of  being  able  to  report  that  your  district  has  been  singularly  free 
from  epidemic  diseases,  only  one  certificate  having  been  received 
notifying  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  I think  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  infection  was  imported  from  outside  the 
district.  All  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection,  and  these,  I am  glad  to  say,  were  quite  successful. 
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I give  below  a table  showing  the  number  of  notifications  for 
the  last  ten  years  : — 


Typhoid 

Fever 

Small 

Pox 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Ery- 

sipe- 

Puer- 

peral 

Diph- 

theria 

Totals 

1902 

0 

0 

0 

las 

0 

Fever 

0 

0 

0 

1903 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1904 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1905 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

6 

1906 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1907 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

1 

14 

1908 

1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1909 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1910 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4 

1911 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Totals 

2 

0 

36 

1 

1 

6 

46 

In  conclusion 

I have  to 

thank 

my 

colleagues 

for 

assistance  at  all  times. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  H.  PATTERSON, 

L.R.C.P.  Lond.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  D.P.H.  Lond., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


9th  March , 1912. 
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RAINFALL  RECORD,  1911. 


Inches. 

No.  of 

Rainy  Days. 

Average  fall 
for  13  years. 

January 

2-04 

19 

4-03 

February 

504 

16 

3-00 

March 

1-57 

11 

2 99 

April  ... 

3*00 

13 

2-84 

May  ... 

•j 

1-51 

7 

3-06 

June  ... 

2*69 

10 

2-83 

July  

0-67 

7 

3-14 

August 

3-40 

9 

4 67 

September 

4-98 

14 

3-01 

October 

544 

14 

4-98 

November 

5-09 

20 

4-20 

December 

7-45 

29 

4-38 

Total  . . 

42-88 

169 

43-13 
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SUNSHINE  RECORD,  1911. 


Taken  at  Charney  Hall,  Grange-over-Sands,  300  feet  above 
sea  level,  on  Jordan’s  Photographic  Hecorder. 


Total  in  1911. 

Sunless  Days 

Av.  for  19  years. 

H.  M. 

in  1911. 

H.  M. 

January 

4605 

11 

5220 

February 

70-15 

9 

77-30 

March 

161-15 

1 

132-33 

April 

11255 

5 

173-55 

May 

237-33 

0 

208-56 

June 

243-20 

1 

21316 

July 

253-52 

0 

197-22 

August 

...  24000 

0 

171-20 

September 

17010 

1 

146*24 

October 

131-30 

3 

109T2 

November 

69-50 

3 

72  06 

December 

55-05 

6 

49-33 

Total 

...  1792-20 

40 

1604-30 
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